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AIM – Spring 2026

Syllabus
Core Course:	Basic Christian Theology

Instructor: Rev. Joshua Burden
(207) 999-1088 (text or call)
pastorjosh08@gmail.com

Location:	Baptist Church of Greene, Maine (102 Main St.)
Time:		Saturdays, 9:00 am—3:00 pm
Dates:		February 28, March 28, April 18, May 16
		
Required Text:
McGrath, Alister E and Matthew J. Thomas. Christian Theology: An Introduction.  7th ed. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley, 2025.

Course Overview:  The purpose of this course is to encourage students to think theologically and to articulate a personal theology of ministry by providing a firm thematic foundation of basic Christian doctrine. Special attention will be given to the development of a theological position paper for each student as required by the ABCOM Committee on the Ministry.  
Objectives:
In this class the students will:
1. Gain basic familiarity with the historical settings in which major Christian theological debates and developments took place.
2. Consider sources and methods for Christian theological reflection.
3. Become familiar with the core doctrines of Christian theology and the various ways they have been understood in the major Christian traditions.
4. Acquire foundational tools to equip them for further theological study.
5. Reflect on their own theological beliefs and summarize them in writing.
6. Discuss possible practical implications of various Christian theological positions and how these can shape Christian ministry.



Class Schedule
	Date
	Class Topics
	Assigned Readings 

	[bookmark: _Hlk112682701]Feb. 28
	Course overview
History of Christian Theology
Scripture and Revelation
Methods of Theology
	McGrath and Thomas, pp. 1-198
Deut 30:11-14; Ps 19:1-4; Rom 1:18-23
Col 2:2-4; 2 Tim 3:14-17; Titus 1:9 
2 Pet 1:16-21

	March 28
	Doctrine of God
Jesus Christ
Salvation

Midterm Exam
	McGrath and Thomas, pp. 199-326
Ex 34:6-7; Ps 89:14; 90:2; Isa 45:5
Rom 3:21-30; Eph 2:8-9; Col 1:15-20
Heb 2:9-18; 1 John 4:8-10


	April 18
	The Holy Spirit
The Trinity
Humanity
	McGrath and Thomas, pp. 327-414
Gen 1:26-29; Rom 5:12-21; 8:9-27 
John 16:13-15; 1 Cor 6:19; 12:4-11 
2 Cor 1:21-22
Draft of Theological Position Paper due

	May 16
	The Church
Christianity and World Religions
Eschatology

Final Exam
	McGrath and Thomas, pp. 415-523
Rom 2:14-16; 1 Cor 8:5-6; 15:20-58 
2 Cor 4:16-5:10; 1 Thess 4:13-18 
1 Tim 3:1-15; 1 Pet 2:5; 2 Pet 3:3-13
Theological Position Paper due



Class Content, Assignments, and Exams: The reading assignments noted are important background material and should be completed in preparation for participation in the class. A more detailed outline of class content will be handed out at the start of each class. 

Two written assignments will be due during the course of the class. Written assignments should be typed and may be submitted either by digital form as an email attachment to pastorjosh08@gmail.com or as a printed copy. 

The mid-term exam will take place during the final portion of the March 28 class session. It will cover content from the first two class sessions and from the readings for those classes. The final exam will take place during the final portion of the May 16 class session. It will cover all class content, focusing mainly on topics not covered in the mid-term. Students will be permitted to use their textbooks and Bibles during any written portion of the exams (exams may include oral examination).

Assignment #1
[bookmark: _Hlk113350469]At the third class (April 18), a draft of a Theological Position paper will be due covering the topics listed below under the instructions for Assignment #2. This draft should be at least 3-4 pages in length and is meant to reflect a student’s initial reflection on those topics, prior to them being covered in class or in the textbook. Reflection upon the text or other texts is welcome, but not necessary for this draft. No citations are needed unless an author is being specifically quoted or paraphrased, which is not required either for the draft or the finished paper; the purpose of this paper is for each student to express one’s own theological position largely in one’s own words. If supporting biblical texts are cited, students should use in-text citations—e.g. (Gen 1:1). If other texts are cited, footnotes should be used according to the Turabian format. Because the intent with this paper is for students to learn to express their own theological positions, the content and wording of the paper should not be generated by artificial intelligence (AI).

Assignment #2
At the fourth class (May 16), a Theological Position Paper will be due that meets the standards for ABCOM Commissioning (appendix-b-2016-voted-1.pdf (wordpress.com)), not including the sections on conversion, call to ministry, or relationship to ABCOM and other churches. The paper should be about 7 pages in length and summarize the student’s views on the following topics:
o God, including nature, character, person of the Trinity, and attributes. 
o Jesus Christ, including nature, person of the Trinity, purpose and mission. 
o Holy Spirit, including nature, person of the Trinity, purpose and mission. 
o The Bible, including views on inspiration, authority, truth, and interpretation 
o Baptism, including symbolism, meaning, purpose, and method. 
o The Lord’s Supper, including symbolism, meaning, purpose, and method. 
o The Human Condition, including created condition, fall, and consequences of sin. 
o Salvation, including means, essential elements, continuation, and completion. 
o Eschatology, including the second coming of Christ and the final judgment. 
o The Church, including nature, mission, and purpose in today’s society. 
o The Laity, including the role and ministry. 
o The Minister, including role and ministry. 

[bookmark: _Hlk216191468]As in each student’s earlier draft, no citations are needed unless an author is being specifically quoted or paraphrased, which is not required; the purpose of this paper is for each student to express one’s own theological position largely in one’s own words. If supporting biblical texts are cited, students should use in-text citations—e.g. (Gen 1:1). If other texts are cited, footnotes should be used according to the Turabian format. Because the intent with this paper is for students to learn to express their own theological positions, the content and wording of the paper should not be generated by artificial intelligence (AI). 

Evaluation:
	1. Mid-term exam				25%
	2. Draft of Theological Position Paper	10%
	3. Theological Position Paper			40%
	4. Final take home exam			25%
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