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AMERICAN BAPTIST HISTORY AND POLITY
Syllabus, Fall 2026

Instructor
Rev. Joshua Burden, pastorjosh08@gmail.com, (207) 999-1088

Location
Baptist Church of Greene, 102 Main St., Greene, Maine 
(for the in-person class sessions; some classes will be online on Zoom)

Required Resources 
1. Access to Internet; Research Databases; Zoom.
2. Bebbington, David W. Baptists Through the Centuries: A History of a Global People, 2nd Ed. Waco, TX: Baylor University Press, 2018.
3. Freeman, Curtis W., McClendon, Jr, James Wm., Velloso da Silva, C. Rosalee. Baptist Roots: A Reader in the Theology of a Christian People. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1999. 
4. Maring, Norman H. and Winthrop S. Hudson. A Baptist Manual of Polity and Practice, 2nd Revised Ed. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 2012.

Overview of Course
This course will survey the development and major characteristics of Baptist life, and the distinctives of Baptists in the greater Christian family. Emphases will include the unity and diversity of Baptists, the dynamics and structure of the local church, associational commitment, and the regional and national expressions of American Baptist life.

Format, Schedule, and Course Expectations
This course will be taught in a hybrid format, with in-person class sessions at the Baptist Church of Greene (102 Main St.) bookending the course (8-11 am on Saturday, Sept. 12 and 9am to noon on Saturday, Dec. 5) and four online Zoom sessions in between (6-7pm on four Tuesdays: Sept. 29, Oct. 13, Oct. 27, and Nov. 17). Students are expected to do the assigned readings, watch the assigned videos, and submit any writing assignments before the class session for which they are due. Students are expected to attend and participate in all class sessions if possible and to notify the instructor by email if they are unable to attend a class session.  

Assignments
1. Response papers: Three response papers, each between 400 and 600 words long, emailed to the instructor (due Sept. 29, Oct. 13, Oct. 27). The response paper should identify one theme or issue from the readings and/or online assignments for the previous class and contrast at least two points of view on that topic.
2. Written Sermon: a sermon manuscript, 2000-2500 words long, on a topic that is foundational or distinctive to Baptist identity. Students may choose one of the following topics (or another with the instructor’s approval): the authority of the Bible, believer’s baptism, regenerate church membership, congregational church government, the autonomy of the local church, religious liberty.

N Evaluation
30%: Response Papers (10% each)
40%: Written Sermon
25%: Final Exam
5%: Class Attendance and Participation

Class Schedule
	Date,Time, Location
	Class Topics
	Assignments 
(to do be done before class)

	Sept. 12 (Saturday),
8-11am:
Baptist Church of Greene
	Baptist Antecedents
Baptist Beginnings
History of Baptists, 1609-1900
	Baptists Through the Centuries,                              pg. 7-101 (chapters 2-6)
A Baptist Manual, pg. 1-21
Baptist Roots, articles 19, 25, 26, 30, 31
Watch “The Origin of Baptists” (4:18): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9RSY49P6xg
Watch: “Who Were the Baptists” (6:30): [endnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnQsrIoRVAc&list=PLt87ypchknANBtYi7bJaG__vqAtMMbaS5&t=15s
] 

Watch “Why do Baptists believe their roots should be traced back to the Reformation?” (3:02): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5C0ByA406Q 

	Sept. 29 (Tuesday), 6-7pm: Zoom


Sept. 29 (continued)
	History of Baptists, 1900-Present
	First Response Paper due
Baptists Through the Centuries,                              pg. 103-176 (chapters 7-10)
A Baptist Manual, pg. 258-287
Baptist Roots, articles 35, 36, 38, 39
Watch “American Baptist History Video.” https://youtu.be/-mAqRq439fk (48:41)
Watch Ryan Reeves’ lectures on (1) The Black Church and Civil Rights, and (2) Christian Fundamentalism: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/19th-20th-century-church-history/#the-black-church-1800s-and-civil-rights-1900s (34:49), https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/19th-20th-century-church-history/#christian-fundamentalism  (25:46)

	Oct. 13 (Tuesday), 6-7pm: Zoom
	Baptist Ecclesiology
	Second Response Paper due
Baptists Through the Centuries,                                pg. 177-195 (chapter 11)
A Baptist Manual, pg. 22-138, 167-197
ABCUSA Ministers Council Code of Ethics: https://ministerscouncil.com/resources/covenant/2023-covenant.pdf 
Watch: “Congregations, Churches, The Kingdom” (10:12)[endnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QQ9XsNDkn8&list=PLt87ypchknANBtYi7bJaG__vqAtMMbaS5&index=6
] 

Watch: “Baptist Congregations” (11:27)[endnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GYPHvmxwzQ&list=PLt87ypchknANBtYi7bJaG__vqAtMMbaS5&index=7
] 

Watch: “The Associational Principle” (9:27)[endnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x5AILF0w9gw&list=PLt87ypchknANBtYi7bJaG__vqAtMMbaS5&index=8
] 

Watch: “Baptists and the Bible” (11:23)[endnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ELpsAlwJYQ0&list=PLt87ypchknANBtYi7bJaG__vqAtMMbaS5&index=12
] 


	Oct. 27 (Tuesday), 6-7pm: Zoom
	Baptists and Religious Liberty
	Third Response Paper due
Baptists Through the Centuries,                              pg. 197-214 (chapter 12)
Baptist Roots, article 18
Watch: “Religious Liberty” (12:02):[endnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F207Rn-NQpg&list=PLt87ypchknANBtYi7bJaG__vqAtMMbaS5&index=14
] 

Watch 2018 Shurden lectures on religious liberty:   https://vimeo.com/268669374  (44:10), https://vimeo.com/268678115  (46:14), https://vimeo.com/268679325  (59:48)

	Nov. 17 (Tuesday), 6-7pm: Zoom

Nov. 17 (continued)
	Baptists and Foreign Missions
	Written Sermon due
Baptists Through the Centuries,                              pg. 215-249 (chapters 13-14)
Baptist Roots, article 17
Watch: “Baptists and Mission” (14:24)[endnoteRef:7] [7:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJNaKawOYYk&list=PLt87ypchknANBtYi7bJaG__vqAtMMbaS5&index=9
] 

Watch “The Maine Experience in Mission” (15:35): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80FJGCt2bKU 

	Dec. 5 (Saturday), 9am-noon: Baptist Church of Greene
	ABCOM
ABCUSA
Baptist World Alliance
	Final Exam
Maine Baptists: http://baptisthistoryhomepage.com/  click on American Baptist Church History; click on Maine Baptist History; read “Historical Sketch of the Baptist Denomination in Maine” and “William Screven and the Baptists at Kittery, Maine”
American Baptist Churches USA: http://www.abc-usa.org/  click on “Who We Are”, click on “Our History”; also check “Resources”
Baptist World Alliance: http://baptistworld.org/ click on “About Us”; explore website.
Watch “Maine Baptist History Overview” (12:49): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiTiwXAlTgM 
Watch “Introduction to ABCOM”: https://youtu.be/M2ykG9jp9YM  (16:05)
Watch “The Society Movement among Baptists in Maine”: https://youtu.be/XrhTo3z_yO0 (12:02)
Watch: “The United Baptists in Maine”: https://youtu.be/YZpGmJy5MkQ  (12:51)
Watch: “Maine and the American Baptist Churches USA”: https://youtu.be/uGYEsfz7N1k.   (12:27)
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