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AMERICAN BAPTIST HISTORY AND POLITY
Syllabus, Fall 2023
Instructors

· Rev. Stephen Heneise, stephen.heneise@gmail.com, (207) 924-4184

· Rev. Jonah Bissell, jonah@freeportbaptist.org, (802) 779-2075

Required Resources 
1. Access to Internet; Research Databases; Zoom; Google Classroom.
2. Brewer, Brian C., Ed. Distinctly Baptist: Proclaiming Identity in a New   Generation. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 2011. ISBN 9780817016982.
3. Freeman, Curtis W., McClendon, Jr, James Wm., Velloso da Silva, C. Rosalee. Baptist Roots: A Reader in the Theology of a Christian People. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1999. ISBN 9780817012816.
4. Leonard, Bill J. Baptist Ways: A History. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press,   2003. ISBN 9780817012311.
5. Maring, Norman H. and Winthrop S. Hudson. A Baptist Manual of Polity and Practice, 2nd Revised Ed. Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 2012. ISBN 9780817017132.
Overview of Course
This course will survey the development and major characteristics of Baptist life, and the distinctives of Baptists in the greater Christian family. Emphases will include the unity and diversity of Baptists, the dynamics and structure of the local church, associational commitment, and the regional and national expressions of American Baptist life.

Methodology
This course is divided into eight units, equivalent to 3 hours of class time each, which will include: online lecture, videos, discussion, database research, and Zoom (“face to face”) time. With the exception of the first Zoom meeting, the students will be expected to complete the assignments of each unit before the programmed Zoom meetings with the instructor. Students must download Zoom (Zoom.us) and enter the instructor’s email in the contact list. Class assignments and response papers will be posted on Google Classroom.
Assignments and Course Requirements 
1. Response papers: Due upon the completion of each unit: a response paper, 1-2 pp., posted to the class Google Classroom. The response paper should identify one theme or issue from each unit’s readings and/or online assignments and contrast at least two points of view exemplified.
2. Attendance and participation: Students are expected to participate in the scheduled Zoom meetings and to submit response papers as noted.
3. Course paper: a 10-12 pp. paper analyzing a text as illustrative, formative , or significant as a Baptist document: What is its “Baptistness?” How does the text illustrate a particular strain or moment in the Baptist tradition? The text should be chosen in consultation with the instructor.

Course Breakdown
Part I – Baptist Historical Roots

Zoom Meeting 1 – Monday, September 11, 7:30-8:30PM: Course introduction, orientation to methodology, and “face to face” relational time; sharing personal history and expectations. 
Unit 1: Early Baptist History
· Introduction to this Unit: A panoramic view of the development of Baptists from the founding of the first Baptist congregation to the establishment of Baptist churches in colonial America and the United States.
· Assigned readings: A Baptist Manual: pp. 1-21; Baptist Ways: chap. 1-3; Baptist Roots:  articles 17, 19, 25.
· Content for this Unit: 
a) Participation in Zoom Meeting 1
b) Watch “The Origin of Baptists.” Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9RSY49P6xg 
· Response paper: Due before the following unit: a response paper of 1-2 pp., posted on Google Classroom. The response paper should identify at least one theme or issue from Unit 1’s readings and/or online assignments and contrast at least two points of view exemplified.
Unit 2: Baptist Beginnings (ctd.) 

· Introduction to this Unit: An overview of the development of Baptist groups in the USA over the course of the 19th and 20th centuries. 
· Assigned Readings: Baptist Roots: Articles 25, 26, 29, 30, 31, 35, 36, 38, 39; Baptist Ways: chap. 8&9, 11&16; A Baptist Manual: chap. 11.
· Content for this Unit
a) Watch “American Baptist History Video.” Link to the video: https://youtu.be/-mAqRq439fk
b) Watch Ryan Reeves’ lectures on the 19th century; The Black Church and Civil Rights; and Christian Fundamentalism: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/19th-20th-century-church-history/#the-black-church-1800s-and-civil-rights-1900s
· Zoom Meeting 2 – Monday, October 16, 7:30-8:30PM: Review of Part I – Baptist History
· Response Paper: This paper must be posted before the next unit following the previously noted guidelines.
Part II – Baptist Principles and Distinctives

Unit 3: Baptist Theology, basic doctrinal roots
· Introduction to this Unit: A look at the theological roots of Baptist thinking.
· Assigned Readings: Baptist Roots: Articles 1-7.
· Content for this Unit
· Watch “An Overview of the Reformation”. Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_k2T8dmHrmM
· Watch “What Did The Reformers Think They Were Doing?”. Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwgcWGlALks&t=4s 
· Response Paper: Due on the readings and videos for this unit. This paper must be posted before the following unit, using course guidelines.
Unit 4: Baptist Ecclesiology
· Introduction to this Unit: A look at the nature and administration of the local church, its biblical and theological foundations, its ordinances and ordination.
· Assigned Readings: Distinctly Baptist: Sections 3-4; A Baptist Manual: chap. 2-6, 8; ABCUSA Ministers Council Code of Ethics: link: https://ministerscouncil.com/resources/code-of-ethics-and-guide
· Content for this Unit
a) Watch “Congregations and Churches” and “Baptist Congregations”. Link to video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9RSY49P6xg episodes 6-7.
· Response Paper: Due on the readings and videos for this unit. This paper must be submitted before the following unit, using course guidelines.
Unit 5: Baptist Principles
· Introduction to this Unit: an overview of soul competency, the priesthood of all believers, believer’s baptism, the autonomy of the local church, regenerate church membership, biblical authority. 
· Assigned Readings: Distinctly Baptist: Sections 1-2
· Content for this Unit:
a) Zoom Meeting 3 – Monday, November 20, 7:30-8:30PM: Review of Part II – Baptist Polity
b) Watch Brackney episodes 8-13. Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9RSY49P6xg
· Response paper: Due on the readings and videos for this unit. This paper must be submitted before the following unit, using course guidelines.

Part III – Baptist Practices in Local Church, Region, and Nation

Unit 6: Religious liberty, separation of church and state
· Introduction to this Unit: a look at this critically important Baptist understanding of the relationship between religious groups and the secular state.
· Assigned Readings: Distinctly Baptist: Section 5; Baptist World Alliance, Baptist Heritage and Identity Commission: choose a paper on religious liberty. Link: http://bwa-baptist-heritage.org/papers/ 
· Content for this Unit
a) “2018 Shurden lectures on religious liberty: Link: https://bjconline.org/shurden-lectures-2018/ 

· Response Paper: Due on the readings and videos for this unit. This paper must be submitted before the next unit, using course guidelines.
Unit 7: Regional and National structures, and beyond
· Introduction to this Unit: an overview of American Baptist Churches of Maine, American Baptist Churches USA, and the Baptist World Alliance
· Assigned Readings: Maine Baptists: http://baptisthistoryhomepage.com/ click on American Baptist Church History; click on Maine Baptist History; read “Historical Sketch of the Baptist Denomination in Maine” and “William Screven and the Baptists at Kittery, Maine”; American Baptist Churches USA: http://www.abc-usa.org/ click on “About Us”, click on “Our History”; also check “Resources”; Baptist World Alliance: http://baptistworld.org/, click on “About Us”; explore website.
· Content for this Unit
a) Introduction to ABCOM https://youtu.be/M2ykG9jp9YM
b) The Society Movement among Baptists in Maine (12:02), https://youtu.be/XrhTo3z_yO0
c) The United Baptists in Maine, Time (12:51), https://youtu.be/YZpGmJy5MkQ 
d) Maine and the American Baptist Churches USA (12:27), https://youtu.be/uGYEsfz7N1k.

· Response paper: Due on the readings and videos for this unit. This paper must be submitted before the final unit, using course guidelines.
Unit 8: Evolving Baptist Identity
· Introduction to this Unit: a look at issues being faced by Baptists around the world today.
· Assigned Readings: Open and read at least four papers from the Baptist Heritage and Identity Commission on Baptist Identity. Link: http://bwa-baptist-heritage.org/papers/
· Content for this Unit
a) Zoom Meeting 4 – Monday, December 18, 7:30-8:30PM: Review of Part III – Baptist Practice 
· Response Paper: Due on the readings for this unit. This paper must be submitted using course guidelines within two weeks of completing Unit 8.
· Course Paper: Must be submitted electronically to the instructor within thirty days of completing the course.
� Suggested texts for course paper: Benjamin Keach, Instructions for Children: or, The Child’s and the Youth’s Delight; John Bunyan, The Pilgrim’s Progress, first part; Charles Haddon Spurgeon, An All-Around Ministry; Walter Rauschenbusch, A Theology for the Social Gospel; Howard Thurman, Jesus and the Disinherited; Helen Barrett Montgomery, The Bible and Missions.


� This video mentions the phrase, “SCODS and SCOR,” which stand for 2 denominational studies dating to the 1970s: the Study Commission on Denominational Structure (SCODS) and the Study Commission on Relationships (SCOR).
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